
Henry Smith was born in Wandsworth in 1548 and was an 
alderman of a highly charitable disposition who worked as a 
City merchant. Although born in Wandsworth, Henry chose 
to live in the city, where he became a member of the Salters’ 
Company before rising to Alderman of the Ward of Farringdon 
Without. Each City ward had only two aldermen, therefore 
Henry’s position was most prestigious.

Henry‘s professional interest was in property and he achieved 
considerable wealth throughout his lifetime through the 
acquisition of land and estates. His portfolio included manors 
in Southwick, Sussex, Gloucestershire and Kent. He also 
held properties in Hampshire, Lancashire, Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire. With such an extensive portfolio and with 
no family, Henry set up a succession of trusts to dispose of 
the rents and profits from his lands for charitable uses. Having 
reached an esteemed position in the city, he recognised the 
opportunities an education could provide and used his affluence 
to help and assist the poor who lived in the counties within 
which he held property and land.   

Henry died in 1627 and chose to be buried in Wandsworth 
Parish Church. Within the Church is a monument showing 
Henry kneeling in alderman’s robes, holding a skull in one 
hand. The panel below the monument records gifts of £1,000 
from his estate to be given to several towns in Surrey, including 
Reigate.  The reason as to why Henry chose Reigate remains 
unclear, however Henry’s Will declared that this gift was to 
be used for the relief of the poor and to educate the local 
children.
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Following Henry’s death, his legacy was kept by the Churchwardens of St Mary’s Church, Reigate, who, by consent of the 
parishioners, purchased land near the Church and in keeping with Henry’s wishes built a free school to educate local 
poor boys in reading, writing and simple calculations. Finally, in 1675, the school was founded. It remains on its original 
site to this day.

Reigate Grammar School is eternally grateful for the benevolence shown by Henry Smith and continues to impart his 
spirit through our bursarial support for current and future students of RGS.



1675 a School is Born
The Reigate community has always recognised the importance of education. Early records show that before Henry 
Smith, the parish priest John Lymden taught local boys at the Priory in 1532. This schooling was limited to those who 
could offer a small fee to the Schoolmaster, therefore excluding many poor children. In the 17th century, Reigate grew 
in prosperity and a need for a larger school became apparent. Henry Smith’s legacy enabled land to be purchased 
and schooling continued. The school remained in the hands of the church until 1862, when a board of governors was 
appointed. Following the 1944 Education Act it became a voluntary aided grammar school, providing access through 
academic ability measured by the 11 plus examination. In 1976, RGS converted to its current fee-paying independent 
status and in 1993 became fully co-educational. 

Reigate Grammar School is recognised for its excellent academic achievements and extensive extra-curricular activities. 
The school feels that every child should be given the opportunity to achieve success in an environment where talent, 
interest and enthusiasm are encouraged to develop. The School’s foundation was built from philanthropy for those 
children holding the necessary ability and dedication, but who lacked the financial means to benefit from such excellent 
educational provision. 

In the spirit of Henry Smith’s original philanthropic vision, we would now like to invite you to join the Henry Smith Club. 
Through an annual donation of £1675 (the amount representing the school’s founding year) you can, like Henry Smith, 
change the life-chances of children forever.

About the Club 
In 1675 Henry Smith recognised the significance of helping children gain an education to provide opportunities for 
the future and enrich their young lives. Now, over three hundred years later, the Reigate Grammar School Foundation 
follows the spirit of our founder by establishing the Henry Smith Club. This philanthropic endeavour aims to bring    
like-minded individuals together who wish to make a difference to future students of RGS.  

The Social Mobility & Child Poverty Commission’s Report of 2013 shows significant numbers of children being recognised 
as disadvantaged and living in poverty. The Henry Smith Club aims to raise funds to support local children, whose 
potential is greater than their financial means, in receiving an education at RGS. It currently takes only 8 members to 
provide a full bursary for 1 year, thereby providing an education and environment within which the recipient can thrive 
and fulfil their potential.

We now invite you to join the club and support our 1675 Bursary Fund through your generous advocacy. Please help 
us change lives. 

“It sounds daunting to consider the cost of a bursary, but many people acting together can have a tremendous effect in allowing 
a deserving young person the benefit of an RGS education.” 
Michael Lloyd, RGS 1981-1986,Bursary Donor
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In the spirit of Henry Smith’s original philanthropic vision we invite you to join this club and support our 1675 Bursary 
Fund through your generous advocacy. 

Membership to the Club is through an annual donation of £1675, the amount representing our foundation date. 
Including Gift Aid this would create a donation of over £2000. Your donation would be used solely for bursarial support 
for selected 1675 Scholars of the future. 

There are 2 membership options available to you:

• Annual direct debit payment of £1675
• Twelve monthly direct debit deposits of £140

As a member of the club you will receive an invitation to The HSC Annual Dinner, regular publications from the 
Foundation and complimentary tickets to a variety of events throughout the year.

Gift Aid
If you are a UK tax payer, you are eligible to claim Gift Aid on any donation you make. Gift Aid increases the value of 
your donation by allowing us to reclaim basic rate tax on your gift. If you pay higher rate tax you can claim extra relief 
on your donations. If you claim higher Personal Allowances or tax credits, Gift Aid donations can sometimes increase 
your entitlement. Examples of Gift Aid benefits are detailed below.

Tax rate  Annual Donation Gift Aid  Tax-payer reclaim Real cost to Donor45% Tax payer  £1675   £419  £523   £1,15240% Tax Payer  £1675   £419  £419   £1,25620% Tax Payer  £1675   £419  £0   £1,675
We would like to thank you for your interest in the Henry Smith Club. RGS would not exist today were it not for our 
founding father and his original philanthropic vision. As part of our Changing Lives campaign we now look to offer even 
greater bursarial support through this club, named in his honour. Should you wish to discuss your membership in more 
detail, we would be delighted to hear from you. 
 

“I have only my sincere thanks to offer in return for the gift of education, and the promise that I will always strive to make the 
most of the opportunities that have arisen as a result.”
Ellis Clarke, RGS 2006-2013, Bursary Recipient
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Membership Form

I have read the information regarding the RGS Henry Smith Club and would like to show my support for the 1675 
Bursary Fund by becoming a member of the Henry Smith Club.

Name:   

Address:  

Telephone number: 

Email address: 

Relationship to RGS: 

I would like my annual membership to be debited from my account in the following way (please tick)
 
 One single payment of £1675 paid annually
 
 Twelve monthly payments of £140

 

I acknowledge my support to the Henry Smith Club and understand my membership will be for a minimum of 7 years, 
the duration of a student’s time at RGS. Should I need to cancel my membership I will notify the RGS Foundation in 
writing of my resignation from the Club.

Signed:            Date: 

Please print: 
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I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of UK Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year that is 
at least equal to the amount of tax which all the charities I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. 
I have completed the appropriate Gift Aid form


